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‘| tmg, aiid will “be dons, to the end of time. 
. | There is plenty of raw material in New-York, 


~ Some mysterious connéction exists be- 
tween the intoxication of alcohol and the’ in- 


hiss '{ toxication of glory. According to the old 
| dramatists, a suckling grenadier first falls in 
| fove, ‘then gets drunk, and then enlists,— 


which: ends his bumpkin state, He is then 


. |. stiffened into a convenient perpendicular, and 
}.placed in a fayorable- position for receiving 


‘the’ enemy’s fire,—which usually ends his 
‘military. ‘state. It was in accordance with 


+ nature, therefore, that the British Sergeant 


commenced operations in a drinking saloon.: 


‘There might not be much love there, but there 


was liquor, and that afforded a tolerable sub- 


‘stitute. He should have pursued his advan- 


| tege. A few barigls of lager bier and a hogs- 


head of the nectareous beverage. known as 
“apple. jack” would have subsidized every 
Joafer in the barroom. He might have ex- 


*} vended his operatious to other establishments 


‘@ a similat character, and would have had no 


| difficulty in obtaining half-a-dozen recruits 


from-each. To secure. their fidelity: it was 
only necessary to stand treat at-every corner ; 
they would follow in single file to the end of 
the world on such conditions, and if they had 


"| -pllenty of tobieco to chew, and didn't cut 


each other’s throats in the ecstasy of the ser- 


vice, would be silent as death. A corps com- 
posed of suth material would be invaluable 
before Sebastopol. The grog-shops being 
withjn ‘the walls, all the Russians of all the 
Russias couldn't prévent their getting at them. 

‘But’ the Sergeant might have selected a 
Sumerous band from a more respectable class 
of the. community. There are some thou- 
‘sands of his own countrymen who never miss 


| an opportunity of expressing their disgust for 


America. These worthies would undoubted. 
ly rejoice at the opportunity of leaving it, 


) particularly if their patriotism were baited 


‘with the bounty of thirty dollars. They could 


4 be spared, even if they had declared their in- 


tentions. In certain purlieus of the City he 
might stumble on populations whose lightest 
‘amusement is fighting among themselves, 
and who carry their passion for beating each 
other to such a crisis, that very frequently 
‘they have to be tied up with-a rope to prevent 
their doing soany more. . By. consulting the 
calendar of the Criminal Court he could as- 
certain precisely whence these specimens of 
militant humanity come. 

Then there are the shirt manufacturers, and 
the Peter Funks, and the policy dealers—all 
of whom are destined to. seek amore repu- 
table calling, and who perhaps would con- 
sider any enemy less dangerous than Mayor 
Woov. Cleverly managed, plenty of recruits 
‘could be had from these sources—sufficient 
‘for the present, at all events. No one would 
miss them, or object in thé slightest to their 


'| geing. - By promising never to read the Bible, 


or allade in the remotest manner to Christian 
doctrines of morality, the ranks might be 


h gebdiied with thousands of moidert: philogo- 


phers, socialists, free-loveites and believers 


. '|:in the infinite Nothing. Even the spirit rap- 
_ | pers might be tempted, if tables were thrown 


in; and ‘how invalueble. they would bet 
All the enemies’ plans could be ascertained 


. from the ther world. They could commu- 


+l Spleate with the spooks of 


Russian 
-Generals, and worm out all the secrets of the 
If Sebastopol were. not taken be- 


| fore the 4th of July there would be another 
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| “The Argus attempts te pov hath 1 : 
: York ‘members,—Mossrs. Tween, Warten / 
and Watex ;—upon the former because his. 


obstinacy in. the Committee room rendered 

the Committee ‘unable to report at all until 

four days before the adjournment,—and tpon 

the two latter because they objected to the 

amendment g the appropriation 
when Mr. Wrrrn proposed it. The Argus 
also cites from the report of the proceedings 
of the closing hours of Congress, to show 
that Mr. Wirrs really was very energetic and 

,active in efforts to obtain the appropriation. 
A few words of answer to all this will be 
sufficient. 

No one knows better than does Mr. Wrrre 
himself, that this line of defence is jesuiti- 
cal, and calculated, if not designed, to deceive. 
Our former article.was based upon facts 
stated to'us by our Washington Correspond- 
ent, who was present at every sitting of the 
House, and who had ample opportunity to 
judge, from his own observation, of the sin- 
cerity of the.course both of Mr. Wrrrsz and 
of Mt, Bropagap. He. stated tous, and we 
published the fact, of Mr. Wirrn’s spasmodic 
effort, but complained that it came too late. 
The patient was beyond hope before the sur- 
geon attempted te save him: and we freely 
expressed the conviction, which the facts 
certainly seem to warrant, that there was 
no sincerity in Mr. Wrrre’s advocacy of the 
propositon until sincerity iteelf was unavail- 

_ing. As.to the strictures of the Argus with 
regard to Mr. Twexp, we have nothing to say 
If he placed any obstructions in the 
way _of this important’ appropriation, 
we have no desiré’ to defend him. 
But it is idle to say that Mr. Wirrs, as Chair- 
man ofthe Committee, could not have report- 
ed, if he had chosen’so to do, in spite of Mr. 
Twerp’s opposition ; nor would it be compli- 
mentary to Mr. Wirre’s common sense and 
his experience and skillas a parliamentarian, 
to suppose either that he did not know the in- 
dispensability of earlier action, or that he was 
powerless to get before the House, as an 
amendment, at the proper tiie, a measure in 
which be felt an honest, earnest interest, and 
which also had the support ofa large majority 


from necessity, $y tie ericoll: shape.of the 
Hall; but it must not be long delayed: * 


EF" Justice Ossonne yesterday jade the. 
Liquor case of Ricwiro Faencn. He dis- 
charged the complaint,’ on the ground that’ 
the offence charged ‘was a continuous, and 
not a divisible one ; in other words, that, as 
Mr. Frewcm was fined $6 for an infraction of 
the Sunday law; by selling 2 single glass of 
liquor, he could not be fined for each separate 
offence committed ‘on the samé day. This 
ruling isheld under the terms of the old State 
law, The decision is of some importance. 


(a aR 
William Tell at the Academy. 

A proper of enthusiam was mani- 
feasted last night, on the production of ,Rossin1's 
great ‘work, “ William Tell.” The Academy was 
densely filled with a large and_ fashionable audi- 
ence. The applause was liberal, and, generally, 
discriminating. ‘There is a tide in the affairs of 
opera-houses—as well as in the affairs of men—which, 
taken at the flood, leads on to fortune. Tiat tide 
has, we hope, now set in. gentlemen who are 
managing thie great have energy, 
eapital and taste—requisites, all of them, for satisfy- 
ing the most cormorant public’s demands. They have 
Not, it is trug, been well seeonded so far, in consequence 
of Lent and Dowizsrti. Empty benches have made 








of the body. Nor was it absolutely necessary | 


that the. proposition should come from the 
Committee. It designated no sites, but was 
a simple appropriation in accordance with Ex- 
ecutive recommendation ; and if Mr; Wrrrs 
really wanted it to carry, it is natural to sup- 
pose he would have offered it at the proper 
time, even upon his individual responsibility. 

As to the objections of Messrs. Wazsier 
and Waren. It must be remembered that the 
Maine Liquor Law is not in force at Wash- 
ington; and» Mr. Wanen has a habit, conse- 
quently, of objecting to'everything and any- 
thidg during the excited hours of a flight ses- 
sion of Congress: and Mr. Warren's objee- 
tions, it will be noticed, were made after ‘it 
had. been decided in the House that Mr. 
Wirrs’s amendment—being a new and inde- 
pendent proposition—was not in order as an 
amendment to the Senate amendments to the 
Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation bili—a 
fact of which Mr. Wirre. must have been 
perfectly aware, unless, grossly ignorant of 
one of the plainest principles of parliament- 
ary law as practiced in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. So, Mr. Wester was per- 
fectly justifiable in attempting to prevent the 
‘wagte of valuable time in Buncumbe efforts, 
which could by no possibility be of any service 
except to Mr; Wirrs himself in rendering an 
account of his stewardship. 

There is something very mysterious about 
this entire business. The appropriations. re« 
quired were large. The contracts for pur- 
chase of sites and the erection of the neces- 

‘gary buildings were expected to be profitable. 
The competition for them was spirited, and, 
we have reason to fear, corrupt! Strong in+ 
fluences. were brought to bear to drift these 
contracts within the reach of particular par- 


t ties, Can it be that the proposition for the |; 


‘ ~powder, and sadly in want of something to 


‘| do.) Indeed, when we reflect.on the probable 


tour. ‘destiny of this numerous and influential body 
= enn ‘now that the recruiting sergeant has gone, we 
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appropriation was held back for the accommo- 


| ¢,:| datidh of parties who used this accommoda- 
| hearty fellows, ‘used tothe smell. of gun- 


tion to complete. their own outside pecu- 
niary arrangements! Will the Argus or its 
_prompters give us any light upon that point! 
If we mistake not, there is an explanation of 
this matter whieh would not be very credita- 
‘ble to the parties . interested—and aré, 


not many hundred miles from Washisigton, | 


mea who are quite competent to. afford it. ” 
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grand 
Operas, “ Semiramide” and “ William Tell.” Always 
when he wished to excel hie could do so, but he made 
neo effort until eircumstances forced him #o do so. 


It is a little remarkable that a work so. thoroughly 
Republican should have been shelved so long in America, 
The story of “ Tell” is naturalized with us. He is one 
of our own heroes—a familiar figure of strength end 
virtue in our picture books: The reason that he has 
not come before us in operatic garb is, we presume, tha; 
the stage accessories have been wanted, or what ig 
more likely, the enterpriee to procure them. “ William 
Tell” is not an opera for speculators, who like to get all 
without giving anything bat vocalism in return. It re- 
quires expensive and appropriate scenery, increased 
chorus, processions, banners, and costumes, 
Wanting these to be effective, it is fortunate that the 
work has been reserved for the Academy where every- 
thing that can add completeness to the mise en scene is 
conscientiously regarded, at least so far as this particular 
opera is concerned. Our public can now make the ac. 
quaintanee of ‘ William Tell” under no ofdinary cir. 
cumstances. 5 

The situations in the libretto are well contrived. 
There is constant action and no unnecessary emotional 
tediousness. When fhe action commences the people of 
the five cantons of Switzerland are groaning under the 
oppression of their Governor. Tell, who has already 
determined upen procuring their Independenee, endeav- 
ore to excite the young Arnoldo, who. is in love with 
Matilda, to embrace the cause which inflames his own 
patriotism. At this moment, Lentholdo, having siain a 
soldier who was carrying off his daughter, appears and 
implores the fishermen to bear him across the Lake. 
They all refuse, but Tell embarks with him as the sol- 
diers in pursuit arrive. In their rage at him, 
they bear away the venerated pastor, the sire of 4 
@ prisoner. 

Teli, who has surprised Arnoldo while having an in- 
terview with Matilda, informs him that his father has 
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